j a)aa R a  dzz G  OUERDARYRRIHE CASTLE
3 Q 4 Dzizd Dy Q& k REJTHORATION ND ENHANCEMENT OF THE

] 3
dzg Dz ¢ QQo aDz ¢J ao aa@k GHURGHOF QQURAADE GreTHE CASTLE
Dzliz§ DZ Gl RHODES

5 G} 3GDzegk3 ] 30kdkDD3IG QaMINGTRY QRIGUDEOREGND SPORTS
®g0kQy GkgGRGQDy aDHAK 3dzgdNG OQak | 3GEHNERADRAREQRDRATE QRIANZQ@UETIEE ANDZCULTURAL HERITAGE
gg3Dhka aDAak 3dzydzNg GN ERHORATE GRAGTIQUITIES OF THE DODECANESE






jagaaeka dzzG Q
aj 30adzabDadzabDi OQak ao0aGgk3
cj agaa®ka dz3G QabDazdz Gé Da

OUR LADY OF THE CASTLE

RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE
CHURCH OF gOUR LADY OF THE CASTIeHN RHODES

§  G] 3GDzegk3 ] 30kdkDD3IG E
&g0k Q0 GkgGKGo D aDZ—UakfsdgdzN(p Qak| J 3 i z QogDB O30k aDz
gg3Dgka abDzvak 3 dzg dzNg

MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND SPORT:
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF ANTIQUITIES AND CULTURAL HERIT/
EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF THE DODECANE

) O W EZMA
a m“




A AN W Y

RBUUE AOT EDBt 6fOR B a OWR & ] ViFEFCO Rl 11

AOART AudE&0T ROAODO Al 3 OARGRT R BROAT OlollTER t REIFQUeT A
S

3
~ X

oIt &FTAARUT A GaeRE OORUT 7 EY if OO B Td
MPERADO BT OB OOR O3V OF ARREIURAOL R A GRE | ) EffAEOAT &
AOOWB® &t il EErf APOSEF 313221 A1334, EET 1 1 EGRARE SR&EREBEOs
11 TE8 1 RATODFEA RT EURKFREGTER AREITIED@BE RU G ST £EBRBAITOD FRFTE
UROCegALMEaDUEROBt aAbEABA6tr @ ESOOUERAT SOOI ADDFCBR
ART AN WHA RAUVMEITEDDO U B AoS3006 OSBU S REDARIA R

3
A0aDWr T o e® Al EURMARA e URBUAIOAT ORT HBE® Af VRN &

N oA ANW W A




RS

Our Lady of the Castle, the Byzantine cathedral of Rhodes, is dated, by its architecture and by archaeological
finds, to the 11th century . Itislocated at the east end of the northern part of the medieval town, and originally was
a cross-inscribed domed church . The collapse of the central aisle vaulting with the dome probably occurred during
the earthquake of 1303. After the Hospitaller conquest of the island, between 1322 and 1334, the church was
ceded to the newly -founded Roman Catholic archbishopric and was transformed into a three -aisled basilica with
a raised, cross-vaulted central aisle. The apse vault ishigher than the harbour wall behind it. Fragments of murals of
various dates survive within ; most notable isthe figure of St Lucia, painted in the Western style. The windows were
decorated with stained glass.
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In the Ottoman period (1523-1912), the building was turned into a mosque and was known as
Kantouri djami . An, arcaded porch with three small domes was added to the f a - a dmel a
minaret stood on the southwest corner. A prayer niche (mihrab ) was constructed inside, and

the arches betwee the aisles were made larger. In 1940, the Italian Administration of the
Dodecanese (1912-1943) dismantled all Ottoman elements, in its politically motivated drive to
revive the Hospi character of the town . A display of architectural elements from Early

Christian and Byz )e monuments was set up in the courtyard north of the church .
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In the earthquake of 1957 the monument was damaged, and was repaired by the Archaeological
Service. Limited archaeological excavation was carried out in 1970. An arched opening onto a vaulted
passage under the sacristy at the easternmost part of the north wall led to an underground & hol y
f ount A8 X B6 metres wide, flanked by blind arches. The fountain, located precisely below the
northern side-apse, was 2 metres deep and protected by a low parapet .



AT &R _AFOGIR 3 RecEI‘l‘EEea RAT T Ri aﬁfosmoaAocjfLm@lr OﬂOAI 3 OA

| ERE U O 880Ed RBRYA afAA U 3r(I)II.BOUI A1406 U

fﬂAuﬁEEIEEREUOEronﬁzaeaeERSr ERIODA Q3

RNFETFEB&?EA,@OOI ‘|‘Aﬂ tAO‘i 0| @m I O




< s i et S R
S ¥

Sty

A considerable number of coins mostly dating from the 11th centuries were found inside the fountain, dating the
foundation of the church . With this dating concur the interesting specimens of glazed and plain ceramics brought to
light in the same context . In addition, two burials of the Hospitaller period were uncovered when a trial trench was
dug inside the church . Besides the coins, which were crucial for the dating of the present church, interesting
examples of medieval glazed and household ceramics were brought to light.

The building was repaired in the late 1970s and, since then, the monument was open to the public, and hosted
exhibitions of Byzantine painting and classical music recitals . However, in time, cracks began to appear in the vaults
and walls, and a displacement from the perpendicular was observed in two of the central pillars. Damp stains
appeared on the cross-vaults and the signs of erosion in parts of the masonry became more obvious .
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"The-'\ﬁhject entitled - Restoration and enhancement of-zfﬁfa ¢Church of Our Lady of the Castle é.V\/;as incorporated inﬁhga
‘\?Regional Operational Programme for Crete and the Ae&an Islands (NSRF South Aegean Region) in 2011 with a budget

of 500,000 0. Work started in July 2011 with the preparation of the site and the mounting of scéffolding within . At the
same time the Institute of Material Science (NCSR ¢Demokritos €) carried out an analysis of the mo n u me mtorfass and
submitted recommendations for the composition of those to be applied in the restoration .and the grouting necessary
for consolidation . All interior wall surfaces were mechanically cleaned and all weakened spots identified . Next, cracks
were repaired and preparations made fpr‘the application ~ of grouting . Thiswas followed by fresh pointing in the masonry

and the grouting itself, which was used to treat the central pillars and the north, east and part of the south wall.
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inner porch installed at the main entrance . Stainless steel braces
installation was

The window casements were replaced and an

were fitted in the springing of the vaults at right angles to the axis of the building and the electrical

improved . The fragments of murals preserved inside the church were treated (mechanical cleaning, removal of

older interventions, consolidation of the substrate and the painted surface, stopping the edges with lime putty) as

and chemical cleaning, consolidation, joining of
cleaning, coating with anti-

finds- mostly pottery (mechanical
and chemical

restoration) and coins (mechanical

were the archaeological
surviving pieces and aesthetic

corrosion agents) .







