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he island of Kasos, situated in the southern Dodecanese, lies between

Karpathos and the easternmost end of Crete (Cavo Sidero). Ellinoka-
mara Cave is located in the area of Agia Marina village, approximately 1,200
m west of the road to the sites of Paraisi and Agiasmaki, passing the church
of Agios Phanourios (cover photo). Ellinokamara Cave is accessed via a
moderately uphill paved pathway about 300 m long (I). The cave is found
at an altitude of 125 m (2). It has a large natural opening to the north which
was sealed in antiquity with monumental masonry.

Outside the cave graduated terraces have been formed (3). Excavation
revealed cuttings in the bedrock intended for processing clay that was used
for paving part of the floor of the cave and possibly for the repair of large
vessels.

Two cisterns were discovered, whose floor was overlaid with pebbles
cut in the middle and mixed with hydraulic lime. The walls of the cisterns,
to the extent that these have been preserved, were also coated with the
same mixture. One of the cisterns is large (4) and is situated 2 m higher
than the second one. It has a spout for water runoff on the north-eastern
corner for washing away debris and mud. The second cistern is smaller (5)
and received those materials produced by cleaning out the larger cistern.
On its floor there is a pit for the precipitation of solid matter. Both cisterns
date from the same time period and conform to the same construction
technique. Outside the cave, potsherds coming from various utilitarian ves-
sels that date back to the 4th and the 3rd c. BC as well as fragments of
Prehistoric jars and obsidian blades were recovered.

A massive wall that consists of 4l regularly cut and worked blocks of stone
of varying sizes, arranged in seven courses, blocks up the mouth of the cave
(6). Access to the interior of the cave is gained through that wall with a flight
of seven carved steps leading to the entry point as this is situated below
ground level (7).

The interior of the cave, of 250 m? in total area, is divided into three
chambers, the eastern, the central and the westem. As visitors move down,
they find themselves in a passageway with two openings that lead to the
eastern and the western chamber.

In the north-eastern corner of the east chamber (8), which is the largest
one, a hearth with walls carved out of the bedrock and fire residues were
discovered (9). Next to it there were two spots for mounting large storage
jars. In the same room there are niches that possibly contained lamps. Pot-
sherds coming from utilitarian vessels, dated at the 5th, the 4th and the 3rd
c. BC, were found within the backfills of the floor of this chamber.

The west chamber (10) was possibly used for storing wine as well as vari-
ous utilitarian vessels. Nonetheless, it is most likely that there was an altar
in the north-western part of the room as evidenced by the slab of pure un-
worked coarse-grained gypsum. Large quantities of potsherds coming from
vessels that had been broken possibly inside the chamber were discovered:
some of these were accumulated on the inner side of the monumental
masonry, while others were found in the adjacent outdoor area, after the
wall was built.






The central room of the cave was accessed from the west chamber
through a door that was already occluded in antiquity. On the western walls
there is a small basin for collecting water that dripped from the roof. The
fact that the foundations of small wall structures found at the southernmost
part of the chamber were covered by sedimentary material laid out due
to dripstone deposition, is indicative of human presence that goes back to
the Early Bronze Age at least. The chamber is marked by total absence of
potsherds.

The abundance of broken vessels and particularly their accumulation at
the sides within as well as outside Ellinokamara Cave, in combination with
the destruction layer that was observed inside the cave and also at the flight
of steps, the lack of stratified pottery after the 3rd c. BC and the occlusion
of both entry points in antiquity, support the argument that a destructive
earthquake turned the cave unsuitable for further use. The accumulation of
pottery was done right after the earthquake in an attempt to clean up the
site and rescue what was still left intact. This is also attested by the absence
of integral ceramic vessels. From the scattered Prehistoric potsherds and
obsidian flakes, but also from the low walls of the central chamber, it can be
postulated that the cave was used from the beginning of the Bronze Age
onwards as a place of habitation or as a shelter.

In the years that followed through to its desolation the cave might have
served as a sanctuary associated with water, possibly as a Nymphaeum,
judging by the altitude of the site, the finds, the dripstone formation inside
and the exterior cisterns. The multitude of potsherds coming from utilitar-
ian pottery (pointed amphorae, hydriae, oinochoae, kyathoi) may be linked
with a festivity that called for the full participation of the audience. The
pottery originates mainly from the island of Rhodes. An inscribed rim of
a pithos (back cover photo), metal components of tools, coins as well as
many caprine bones and shells are also amongst the finds.
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The particularity of Ellinokamara Cave consists in the monumental ma-
sonry that seals the natural opening, which was built approximately at the
end of the 5th c. BC. Today it is preserved almost complete and constitutes
a unique example in Greece. During the same time period the solid rock
was leveled-off to increase the size of the exterior space. The extracted
material was used for building the massive masonry. The construction work
caused the effacement of any evidence of earlier use.

Ellinokamara Cave was investigated between 1986 and 1990. The excava-
tions were undertaken within the framework of the project «Valorization of
Caves Ellinokamara, Kasos and Erimi-Pytharka, Cyprus» under INTERREG
Il Greece-Cyprus 2000-2006, co-funded by the European Union and im-
plemented by the former Ephorate of Palaeoanthropology - Speleology of
Southern Greece of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture.
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Kdoog Ppioketar ota véua Awdekdvnoa, petagl tng Kapndbou kai

Tou avatoAikol dkpou tng Kprjing (KdBo Zidepo). To omiaio EA-
Anvokapdpag evroriCetal otnv mepioxry Tou xwplod Ayia Mapiva, 1.200 p.
nepimou dutikd tou dpdpou Tpog TG Béaeig Mapdiol kar Ayiaoudii, petd
v exkAnoia tou Ayiou ®avoupiou (eik. e&weUiMou). Ztnv EMnvokapdpa
@Bdvel kaveig and éva fma avneopikd TAAKOCTPWHEVO HOVOTIAT, HAKOUG
300 p. mepimou (1). To ommAaio Bpioketar og updpetEo 125 . (2). Exer peyd-
Ao quaolkd dvolypa mpog B, mou eixe ppaxBei otnv apxaidtnta pe Pvnpeiak
toixodopr.

O xwpog e&wtepikd tou ormAaiou Siapoppwvetal oe avaPabuolg (3). Katd
v avaockaikr épeuva Pogbnkav Aagelpata otov @uoikd Bpdxo, péoa ota
oroia yivétav eneggpyacia mAoU Tiou xPNoIKoTToINBNKE YIa TO OTPWOIHO [é-
pouG Tou darédou Tou oTnAaiou Kal 0w Kar yia TV eMokeur] peydAwv ayyeiwv.

ArokaNigpBnkav Sto Se€apevég, to Sdnedo twv oroiwv eival oTpwiévo e
Botoala koppéva ot péon kar Tonobetnuéva péoa og USPAuNikd pelypa. Ta
ToIxXQOUata twv Sefapeviv eival emxpiopéva pe o id1o peiypa oto cwldpevo
Ogog toug, H pia de€apevr eivar peydAn (4) kai Bpioketar 2 p. YnAdtepa and
) Seltepn. Exel o} anopporig ot Bopeioavatohikr] ywvia yia kabapiopd and
@ePTd UNKA kal Adormn. H Seltepn eivar pikpdtepn (5) kar og autrv énegrav ta
UNKG amé tov kaBapiopd TG peyaldtepnc,. Sto 8dmedd g undpxer Adikiog yia
v kabignon Bapéwv uNKav. Kar ol dlo Segapevég eival g id1ag emoxrig kai
Tou iS1ou Kataokeuaotikoy TUMou. 2Tov eEWTEPIKS XWPO Tou orinAaiou Brébnkav
0lddeG ooTPdKkwY SIaPGEWY XPNOTKWV ayyeiwv Tou 4ou kai tou 3ou ai. X,
kaBwg kar Aiya ormopadikd Bpalopata MPoICTOPIKWY ayyeiwy aMd kai TUApPaTa
Aertidwv ogiavou.

‘Bvag pvnpeiakdg toixog and 4l kavovikd Aageupévoug oyrkdhBoug diapdpwv
peyebav, oe emd opIldvTieg OEIPEG, PPAOTE! TO PUOIKS dvolyua Tou ornAdiou
(6) . Ze autdv avolyetal n eicodog oTo EcWTEPIKS TOU, OtV oroia odnyel KAa-
Ka pe ermd Aa&eupéva okahondua, kabwg Ppioketal xapnAdtepa and o eniedo
Tou e&wtepIkol xwpou (7).

To eowtepikd Tou omnAaiou, cuvoikoU epBadol 250 ty. mepimou, xwpitetal
OE TPEIG XWPOUG, AvatoAKd, Kevipiké kal dutikéd. KateBaivoviag v kAipaka o
EMOKEMTNG Ppioketal oe diddpopo and émou duo BUpeg odnyolv TPog To ava-
TONKS kal TO SUTIKS THriua.




>1n BopeloavatoAikr| ywvia tou avatohikol xopou (8), Tou eivar kai o pe-
yaAUtepog, Bpébnke eotia pe Aa&eupéva Toixopata otov Quoikd Bpdxo kal
katdhoira mupdg (9). Afha tng unmpxav dUo Béoelq yia v torobEtnon
peydhwv anmoBnKkeuTikv TBwv. 2ZTov 810 XMPOo UMdExouV KOYXES, MOavmg
yia v tonoBétnon Auxvapi®v. Ootpaka xpnotikov ayyeiwy tou Sou, 4ou
kai 3ou ai. X, urpXav OTIG EMXWOEIG TwV daMEdwy autol Tou XWEOU.

O dutikdg xwpog (10) xpnoipormoiBnke pdhov yia v amobrikeuon Koa-
o100 aMd kai didpopwv XpnoTk)v ayyeiwv. Qotdoo, mbavdtata unrpxe
Bwpdg oto Bopeiodutikd turipa tou, dnwg @aivetal and éva peydho aka-
Tépyaoto Koppdt kabapol xovopdkokkou yuou. Bpébnkav peydheg ouyke-
VIpwoelg and Bpalopata ayyeiwy, mou dMov eixav oridoel éoa OTov XWDPO:
kdrola cwpelBnkav otV eowTePIKY TAEUPd NG PVNHEIaKAG TOIXOSOUAG Kal
dMa Bpébnrav otov TiepiBdMovta eEwTepIkd XOPO PETA TO KUOIUS NG,

O kevipikdg xwpog Tou ornAaiou ftav TPooBdoINog Péow Tou SUTIKOU XK-
pou and BUpa mou eixe ppaxBei dn oty apxaidtnta. Zta dutikd ToIxwuatd
ToU Urdpxel pikpr yoUpva yia tn cuMoyr) vepou mou otddel and Ty opo@r).
Bpébnkav Oepéha pikpov toixwy, kdrolol and Toug oroioug Oto VOTOTEPO
TUAKAa Atav kaAuppévol and Ignuatoyevég UNKS Adyw otayovopporig, medypa
TIou unodnAdvel avBp@ivn TIapoucia TOUAAXIOTOV arté TNV TIPWIHN EMOXr| Tou
XahkoU. Xapaktneiotikr ftav 5@ n mavieAig anouoia Kepapikov Bpaucpdtwy.

To m\jBog twv Bpaucpévwy ayyeiwy, kar eIkd N OWPEUOH| TOUG OF TIAEUPEG
1600 £VtdG Tou ornAaiou oo Kai otov eEWTEPIKO XWPO NG EMnvokapdpag,
o€ ouVdUAoPd IE TO OTPWHA KATAoTPOWrG TIOU TIAPATNEIONKE OTO E0WTEPIKO
Kal otnV KAaka, TV EMNeIPn oTpwpatoypa@npévng Kepapikig, petd tov 3o a.
X, Kai ™ gpayr wwv SUo e166dwv Tou orMAaiou Katd Ty apXaidtnTtd evioxu-
ouv TV droyn yia KatdotPo@IkS OEIopd TIOU KATESTNOE TO OTMAQIO EMKIVEUVO
yia mepartépw xprjon. H owpeuon g kepapikrg €yive apéowg PETA TOV CEICHO
og pia mpooTidBeia kabapiopo yia va meplowbel &, akdpa eixe peivel dBikto.
Autd gaivetal kai ané v aroucia aképaiwv ayyeinv. Anéd ta omnopadikd
mipoiotopikd dotpaka Kai Ta YPriypata ogiavod aAd Kai arnd Toug ToIXIoKoug
TOU KevTpIKoU X®pou propel va BewpnBei dti to ommAaio xpnaiporoBnke and
TG APXEG TNG EMOXTG ToU XAAKoU WG XWEOG KATOIKIAG 1} Kataguyio.

2710 PETEMETa Xpovia, PEXPI TV eyKaTtdAeipr] tou, fowg Aertolpynoe wg
106 oe oxéaon pe 1o vepd, mbavag Nupgaio, av kpivoupe amé to uPdueTpo







NG Béong, Ta eupripata, T OTayovoPPOr OTO ECWTEPIKS Kal TIG EEWTEPIKES
Segapeveg. To miBog twv Bpaucudtwy amd xpnotikd ayyeia (o§uriBpevor
aupopeig, udpieg, oivoxdeg, Kudbia) propel va cuvdEetal pe yioptr Tou
yivétav Pe TV eupeia ouppeToxr) koivou. H kepapikr €xel kUpia TpogAeuon
n Pé8o. Avdpeca ota euprjpata ouprepihapdvovtal, emiong, evemiypago
xefhog iBou (eik. omoBogUou), petaMikd tpriuata epyaieiny, vopiopata,
Kabwg kai MToAdG ootd alyoripofdtwy kar dotpea.

H 1&iartepdtnta tou omnhaiou tg EMnvokapdpag eivar n pvnpeiakr toixodo-
Uy Tou pdooel To PuUOIkS dvolyua, N oToid KToTNKe yUpw ota TéAn tou Sou
al. X, Zwdetal oxeddv oAdKANEN PéXp! orjuepa Kal anoteAel povadikd defypa
otov eMadiké x@po. Tnv idia riepiodo €yive Ad&euan tou puaikol Bpdxou oto
eEWTePIKS Tou omnAaiou, Wote va SieupuvBel 0 xWPOog. To UNIKS TIou e§opUxOn-
KE XpNolporoIBnke yia To Koo g pvnueiakiig toixodopnig. Or epyaoieg
QUTEG eixav WG aMoTEAEC|A va anaAefouv OToIXEla TPONYOUHEVWY XOrOEWY.

To ommAaio tng EMnvokapdpag avaokdenke peta&l twv etdv 1986-1990.
H avddei& tou evtdxBnke oto Epyo «Avddeign Zmniaiwv EMnvokapd-
pa Kdoou kai MBdpka Eprjung Kirpou, oto mAaioio tou MNpoypdupatog
INTERREG Il EMd8a-Kimpog 2000-2006, pe popéa ulomoinong Kar exté-
Aeong v téte Egopeia MalaloavBpwroloyiag - ZrmnAaioroyiag Notiou
EMd@dog tou Ymoupyeiou MNoArtiopou.
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