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Apxaia Meyiotn

Ané v apxaidtnta, n Béon kai n popgoroyia tou KaoteMopi-
Cou kabBodpioav tnv IoTopia Kal T poipa Twv avBpwrnwy tou. To
dvudpo vnol, évag Bpdxog piyuévog oto TEAayog amévavt and td
pikpaoliatikd TiapdAia, avdueoa otn Pw kar tn 2Tpoyyulr, anoteel
puOIkS TPOTIUPYIO, OXUPS KAl TTAPATNENTAPIO TAUTEXPOVA, Yid TOV
éheyxo twv Bardooiwv dpdpwv and v Kimpo, tnv AleEdvdpeia
Kar Tn oupomaAaioTiviakr] aktri. H onuacia tou avayvwpiodnke and
TOUG eKAOTOTE 10XUPOUG TNG TIEPIOXNG: OTNV EMNVIOTIKY €TTOXK Ol
P&biol, katémv ol Immdteg kal o1 OBwpavoi, ota vedtepa xpdvia ol
[dMol, ol ltahol kar or AyyAol.

H akpdmohn g apxaiag Meyiotng otov Adgo tou [Naraiokdotpou
Kar ol TMPYOI-PPUKTOEIA oTIG Bpaxovnoideg tng Pw kal tng 2tpoyyu-
NG avrjkouv oto TukvS SikTuo oXUPWOEWY Tou Podiakoy KPAToug,
21a Bepéha Tou pecalwvikol kdotpou oto Agdvi Siakpivovtal ta
katdhoma apxaiou TUpyou. To kukh@Melo Teixog TG Biyhag otnv
KOPUPOYPAUWr TTiow amd Tov OIKIoUS TPOOTATEUE TV eVOOX®Ed.
To podiakd kpdtog xpnoiporoinoe 1o Quoikd Aipdvi Tng apxaiag
Meyiotng wg aykupoPdAio Tou otdhou GTov aywva Katd twv Teipa-
TV kai 816pIle OTPATIWTIKOUG TOTTOTNPNTEG OTO VNI, TOUG EMOTATES
| O€ TIEPITTTWON TTOAEHOU TOV Nyeudva.

AkpdémoAn MaAaiokdotpou

H teixiopévn akpdmoAn tou Nahaiokdotpou amoteAel TV Kevipikr
OXUPWHEVN gykatdotaon tou vnolou. O1 mipyol tng oxUpwong, ol
pvnueindeig Se€apevég vepoU Kal ol KOYXeG yia v évBeon twv
avabnudtwv avdyovtar otov 4o ai. mX. Or emypagég twv Podiwv
EMOTATWY, APIEPWHATA OTOUG AIGOKOUPOUG — TOUG TIPOOTATEG TwV
OTPATIWTIKWV TNG apXaidtntag — Kai og dMoug Beols, Siacwbnkav
EVTOIXIOPEVEG OTN HETAYEVEDTEPN €i0080. 2TOV HEoaiwva XPovoro-
youvTal ol EKTETaPEVeG eMePPAOEIS oTny Toxodopia tng oxUpwong.
O vedtepeg exkAnoleg, ta rtahikd moAuBoAeia kar ol Bopég amd
Toug BopBapdiopols paptupolv v TTOAUKUPAvTn IoTopia Tou.
Pw, ZtpoyyuAi

O mipyog ot Pw, pe Tov mAd eEwtepikd mepioro, deomdlel otnv
Kopu®r] XaunAou Adgou, oe otTtiky emkoivwvia pe to Naiaidka-
otpo. 2Upewva pe tnv mapddoon ftav To kdotpo tou Adumpou
Katowvn, tav moAidpknoe kar katéAaPe to KaoteMdpico (1788).
AT Tov apxaio mipyo otn 2TPoyyuAr owletal pévov n Bepehinon
Kal To eEWTePIKS TEPITEXIONa Ot XaunAd MAdTwpa arévavt anod
Tov AS@o e Tov YaMikd @dpo.

210 mAaiclo tou EXTIA 2007-2013 n Epopeia Apxaiotitwv Aw-
Sekavrioou Mpaypatoroinoe epyacieq avactiiwong kar diapdp-
ewong oto [Mahaidkaotpo kar tn Pw, ye okomd ) didowon kai
v avddein twv dlo kupIdTEPWY apXaiwy PVNPEwY Tou akpItikou
VNOIWTIKOU CUUTAEYHATOG,

2.a¢ MPOOoKaAoUE va ta emMoke@Oefte.



Kdtoyn axkpdmoAng Naiaiokdotpou
Plan of acropolis of Palaeokastro

Ynopvnua - Legend

I MYpyog - apxaia eicodog
Tower - ancient gateway

2 [MUpyog - vedtepn eicodog
Tower - later gateway

3 Mupyog
Tower

4 Mpyog ecwtepikol TepIBGAoU
Tower of inner acropolis

5 Natdpio Apxayyéhou Mixaih
Chapel of Archangel Michael

6 NaGeutdg Bahapoeidig Tdpog

Rock-cut chamber tomb

7 Nateutég de€apevég vepol
Rock-cut water cisterns

8 >nueio avaotijrwong (2013)
Restoration area (2013)

9 Ayiog NikdAaog
Ayios Nikolaos

10 Mavayia
Church of the Virgin

11 Ayiog 2tépavog
Avyios Stephanos

12 MoAuPoheia
Anti-aircraft gun stands



Ancient Megiste

Since antiquity, the position and geomorphology of Kastellorizo
have determined both the history and the destiny of its people.
The arid island, a rock rising in the sea opposite the southern Ana-
tolian coast, flanked by Rho and Strongyle, has always functioned as
a natural stronghold, both a fort and a watch-tower, for the control
of the maritime routes from Cyprus, Alexandria and the Levantine
littoral. Its importance was appreciated by the successive powers
in Easten Mediterranean; in the Hellenistic period the Rhodians,
then the Knights and the Ottomans, in recent times the French, the
[talians and the British.

The acropolis of Megiste, on the hill of Palaeokastro, and the
beacon towers at the islets Rho and Strongyle belong to the tightly-
knit defence network of the Rhodian State. Remains of an ancient
tower survive at the foundation of the medieval castle towering
over the harbour. The “cyclopean” fortification wall at Vigla, along
the ridge south of the settlement, protected the hinterland.

The Rhodian State used the natural harbour of ancient Megiste
as anchorage for the war fleet fighting the pirates and appointed

military officials on the island, the epistatai, or, in a period of war,
the hagemon.




The acropolis of Palaeokastro

The acropolis of Palaeokastro is the central fortified site the island.
The towers, the monumental water cistemns, and the sanctuary with
its niches for depositing votive offerings, all date in the 4th c. BC.
The inscriptions of the Rhodian epistatai honoring the Dioskouroi,
protectors of the military in antiquity, have survived built in the medi-
eval gateway. In medieval times the fortifications were reconstructed.
The churches, the Italian anti-aircraft gun bases and the damage from
bombardments all bear witness to the island's eventful history.

Rho and Strongyle

The tower at Rho, with its double exterior fortification, dominates
at the summit of a low rise at visual contact with Palaeokastro. It
was used by Lambros Katsonis, during his naval siege of Kastellorizo
(1788). At Strongyle, all that survives of the fort is the foundation
course of the beacon tower and the exterior fortification wall, next
to the light-house built by the French.

The Ephorate of Antiquities of Dodecanese with funding from the
NSRF 2007-2013 Program, has carried out restoration and organi-
zation projects at the sites of Palaeokastro and Rho, in order to
rescue the two major ancient monuments of the frontier island
complex and make them open to the public.

You are invited to visit them.

2TPOYYUAH - apxaiog mipyog
Strongyle - ancient fort
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http://www.tap.gr/tapadb/index.php
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